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ABSTRACT
 
The article examines the impact of gentrification on the social fabric and urban structure of cities between 
2018 and 2023. This study focuses on how neighborhood renovation can lead to the displacement of vulnerable 
communities, addressing a critical issue in contemporary urban planning. Through a methodological 
approach that combines bibliometric analysis and integrative synthesis, the dynamics of change in urban 
neighborhoods and their consequences for long-term residents are investigated. The article highlights the 
need to thoroughly understand the economic, social, and cultural dimensions of gentrification to mitigate 
its adverse effects and promote more inclusive development practices. By situating displacement within the 
context of broader urban strategies, this work seeks to offer balanced perspectives on revitalization policies 
and their impacts on local communities.
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RESUMEN

El artículo examina el impacto de la gentrificación en el tejido social y la estructura urbana de las ciudades 
entre 2018 y 2023. Este estudio se centra en cómo la renovación de barrios puede llevar al desplazamiento 
de comunidades vulnerables, al abordar un tema crítico en la planificación urbana contemporánea. A través 
de un enfoque metodológico que combina análisis bibliométrico y síntesis integrativa, se investigan las 
dinámicas de cambio en los barrios urbanos y sus consecuencias para los residentes de larga duración. El 
artículo destaca la necesidad de comprender a fondo las dimensiones económicas, sociales y culturales 
de la gentrificación para mitigar sus efectos adversos y promover prácticas de desarrollo más inclusivas. 
Al situar el desplazamiento en el contexto de estrategias urbanas más amplias, este trabajo busca ofrecer 
perspectivas equilibradas sobre las políticas de revitalización y sus impactos en las comunidades locales.

Palabras clave: Gentrificación; Desplazamiento Social; Renovación Urbana; Análisis Bibliométrico; 
Planificación Urbana.

INTRODUCTION
Gentrification, a complex and multifaceted process, is a central theme in contemporary urban studies, 

reflecting profound socioeconomic and cultural transformations in cities worldwide. This phenomenon, which 
involves the renewal and revaluation of hitherto marginalized or declining urban neighborhoods, brings 
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opportunities for urban revitalization and significant challenges, including the displacement of vulnerable 
populations.(1,2,3)

Historically, gentrification is studied from diverse perspectives spanning economics, sociology, and urban 
geography; it offers a rich body of literature suggesting both positive and negative effects. However, this study 
seeks to move beyond the traditional ‘urban upgrading’ narrative to focus on the human consequences of the 
phenomenon, specifically the displacement of long-term residents and the erosion of established communities.(4,5,6)

By transforming the face of urban neighborhoods, gentrification alters the physical appearance of cities 
and modifies the social and cultural dynamics embedded in those communities. This process can generate 
tensions between the new residents with greater purchasing power and the original inhabitants, affecting the 
neighborhood’s social cohesion and identity.(7,8,9)

In addition, gentrification is often accompanied by increased housing prices and services, which can result 
in the exclusion of those who cannot afford the rising costs, thus exacerbating socioeconomic inequalities in 
cities. On the other hand, gentrification can also have positive effects, such as improved urban infrastructure, 
job creation, and increased safety in renewed areas. However, it is critical to critically analyze who benefits 
and who is harmed by these changes to ensure that urban policies are equitable and sustainable in the long 
run.(10,11,12)

This article seeks to explore the intrinsic dynamics between gentrification and its effects on the social 
fabric of urban communities. It focuses on the period between 2018 and 2023, a particularly relevant interval 
given the rapid change in urban policies and real estate investment patterns in multiple geographic contexts. 
Through a methodology that combines bibliometric analysis and integrative synthesis, this paper aims to 
identify emerging patterns, measure impacts, and discuss possible strategies to mitigate the adverse effects 
of gentrification. 

METHOD
A methodology that integrated bibliometric analysis and integrative synthesis was developed to address the 

study of gentrification and its relationship with displacement as a social problem. This approach allowed us to 
examine the evolution of research in the field comprehensively and the synthesis of relevant findings to better 
understand this complex interaction between gentrification and displacement.(13,14,15)

Stage 1: Bibliographic Review and Source Selection 
We began with a comprehensive review of the academic literature on gentrification and social displacement, 

focusing on papers published between 2018 and 2023. Articles were selected from recognized academic 
databases, ensuring a broad representation of theoretical and empirical perspectives. Inclusion criteria for the 
studies encompassed thematic relevance, methodological rigor, and geographic diversity, emphasizing Latin 
American contexts.

Stage 2: Bibliometric Analysis
Bibliometric analysis tools were used to identify trends, main authors, and the most influential publications 

in gentrification and displacement. This analysis allowed us to map the structure of the field of study and 
to understand the evolution of the academic debate on the topic. Indicators used included frequency of 
publications, citations per article, and inter-institutional collaborations.

Stage 3: Integrative Synthesis 
An integrative synthesis was conducted to extract key findings from the selected studies, integrating results 

from different research to form a holistic understanding of how gentrification affects social displacement. This 
stage included categorizing studies according to their methodological approaches, results, and recommendations.

Stage 4: Qualitative Analysis 
A qualitative analysis of the data collected was conducted to explore the dimensions and indicators of the 

gentrification phenomenon and its impact on displacement. The dimensions considered included changes in 
neighborhood demographics, changes in housing prices, modifications in local infrastructure, and alterations 
in the socioeconomic and cultural composition of affected communities. Specific indicators measured were 
displacement rates, real estate price indices, and statistics on changes in the ethnic and income composition 
of the neighborhoods studied.

Stage 5: Preparation of Conclusions and Recommendations 
Finally, the findings were synthesized to formulate conclusions about the observed patterns of gentrification 

and displacement. Based on the results, recommendations were developed for policymakers, urban planners, 
and affected communities to mitigate the adverse effects of gentrification and promote more inclusive and 
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sustainable urban development practices.

RESULTS
Analysis of the bibliometric data shows a gradual increase in the number of publications over the years 

(figure 1). In 2018, 72 publications were recorded, followed by 101 in 2019, 132 in 2020, 146 in 2021, 130 in 
2022, and 158 in 2023. This increase suggests a growing interest and academic attention to this topic during 
the period analyzed.

Figure 1. Publications by year

Notable authors include Anguelovski, Connolly, Morris, and Shokry, whose contributions are significant in 
studying displacement and gentrification (figure 2). Their research enriches the field and provides fundamental 
perspectives for understanding the complexities of this social issue.

The most involved in research on this issue are the Autonomous University of Barcelona, the University 
of British Columbia, and the City University of New York (figure 3). These institutions play a crucial role in 
generating knowledge and research on displacement and gentrification, contributing to advancing the academic 
field. The fields most researched about displacement and gentrification include gentrification, sociology, 
political science, geography, and economics (figure 4). These interdisciplinary fields offer diverse and enriching 
perspectives to address the complexities of this urban phenomenon.(16)

Figure 2. Leading authors in the subject area
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Figure 3. Institutions most involved in the thematic area 

Figure 4. Fields of study

The most prominent keywords from the research include terms fundamental to understanding this urban 
phenomenon. Among the most relevant keywords are “gentrification,” “urban renewal,” “social change,” “urban 
development,” and “urban planning” (figure 5). These keywords encapsulate the core concepts addressed in 
the academic literature on gentrification and displacement and provide a solid foundation for exploring and 
understanding the urban and social dynamics involved in these processes. The interplay between these key 
terms reflects the complexity of contemporary urban changes and their implications on affected communities.

Analyzing academic publications that use these keywords reveals a multidimensional approach encompassing 
theoretical, methodological, and practical aspects of gentrification and displacement. These keywords act 
as fundamental pillars underpinning research in this field, facilitating the identification of emerging trends, 
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debates, and perspectives that enrich the academic discourse on these critical urban issues.(17)

In addition, the analysis of these texts identifies five key trends in the evolution of gentrification and 
displacement research during the period studied. These trends focus on definitions and conceptualizations, 
transatlantic comparative methodologies, the importance of gentrification indicators and measurement 
variables, the impact of tourism and green gentrification, and critical and resistance perspectives. These 
bibliometric data reveal a dynamic and multifaceted landscape in the study of displacement and gentrification, 
highlighting the importance of approaching this issue from multiple perspectives and approaches to understand 
its social, economic, and urban implications comprehensively.(18)

Figure 5. Keyword Co-occurrence

There is a tendency to debate and clarify the definition of gentrification, differentiating it from related 
concepts such as displacement and urban renewal. Studies focus on how gentrification is conceptualized in 
different contexts, addressing the need for a more precise and relational definition to understand and measure 
the phenomenon better.(19,20)

Some research adopts comparative approaches, especially between regions such as Spain and Mexico, to 
understand how gentrification is adapted and applied in different urban contexts. These studies highlight the 
differences and similarities in the reception and application of the term and its political and social implications 
in different urban settings.(21,22,23)

There is interest in developing and refining indicators to measure gentrification more effectively. Studies 
explore various sociodemographic and housing variables, such as age, ethnicity, income, and housing 
characteristics, to construct more robust indices that reflect the phenomenon’s complexity.(24,25)

A growing interest is identified in studying the relationship between gentrification and tourism and the 
emerging concept of green gentrification. These approaches consider how the transformation of urban areas 
into tourist destinations or green zones can influence the dynamics of gentrification, affecting local communities 
in specific ways.(26,27)

Finally, research incorporates critical perspectives that examine responses and forms of resistance to 
gentrification. Studies analyze how affected communities respond to gentrification processes and their strategies 
to mitigate its effects, highlighting the importance of participatory and community-based approaches to urban 
planning.(28,29)

These trends reflect a diversification in the methodologies and approaches used to study gentrification and 
displacement. They underscore the need for a more nuanced and contextualized approach to understanding 
and addressing this complex urban phenomenon.(30,31)
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Integrative synthesis
After conducting a documentary review that combined bibliometric analysis with a qualitative integrative 

synthesis focused on 2018-2023, five main trends are identified in gentrification and its relationship to 
displacement as a social problem. These trends offer a deep insight into how gentrification impacts urban 
communities and their displacement dynamics.

Reconfiguration of urban space
The reconfiguration of urban space driven by gentrification goes beyond a mere revitalization process. 

This transformation involves the creation of new urban landscapes that reflect physical changes, such as 
the construction of modern housing and attractive commercial spaces and a profound social and cultural 
reorganization. The arrival of residents with greater purchasing power alters these neighborhoods’ social 
and economic dynamics, generating tensions and conflicts around the identity and belonging of the original 
inhabitants.(32,33)

Moreover, gentrification affects current residents and the history and collective memory of a place. The 
expulsion of original inhabitants to peripheral areas leads to the loss of community connections that have 
been ingrained for generations, which can result in the disappearance of local traditions and mutual support 
networks. Likewise, the challenge of adapting to unfamiliar environments on the periphery, with limited access to 
essential services and job opportunities, deepens inequalities and marginalization of these displaced groups.(34,35)

In this sense, the reconfiguration of urban space through gentrification raises fundamental questions about 
equity, inclusion, and social justice in the development of modern cities. It is crucial to address these urban 
transformation processes holistically, considering the physical and economic aspects and the social and cultural 
impacts that influence the quality of life and well-being of all urban communities.(36,37)

Impact on local communities
The impact of gentrification on local communities goes beyond the simple geographic relocation of 

residents. This process entails profound transformations in these neighborhoods’ social and cultural structures. 
The dispersion of the original inhabitants leads to the dissolution of community ties and social cohesion. These 
fundamental elements have underpinned these communities’ identity and daily life over time.(38,39)

The loss of these social ties and bonds of belonging can generate an emotional and cultural void in displaced 
communities. The disappearance of traditional meeting places, the fragmentation of support networks, and the 
alteration of interpersonal dynamics can weaken the quality of life and emotional well-being of those forced 
to leave their homes.(40,41)

Resilience and adaptation
In response to gentrification, certain communities exhibit resistance and adaptation, seeking to counteract 

its impacts through social activism or the implementation of specific public policies. Despite this, these attempts 
often face significant challenges and present marked disparities, as their effectiveness is closely linked to each 
community’s organizational capacity and resources.(42,43)

Community resistance manifests through social movements, collective actions, and local organizations 
that seek to protect the interests and rights of residents affected by gentrification. These initiatives may 
include protests, awareness campaigns, negotiations with local authorities, or promoting fair and affordable 
housing alternatives. On the other hand, adaptation implies the ability to adjust to the changes imposed 
by gentrification, whether through the creation of mutual support networks, the diversification of economic 
activities, or the preservation of cultural identity in new urban contexts.(44,45)

Role of urban and economic policies
Housing and urban planning policies play a key role in shaping gentrification processes, as they can significantly 

influence the dynamics of real estate markets and the spatial distribution of the population. In many cases, 
these policies are designed to encourage real estate investment and urban development, often resulting in the 
acceleration of gentrification and the displacement of local communities.(46,47)

The orientation of urban and economic policies toward attracting investors and economic growth can 
negatively affect the most vulnerable communities, as they prioritize profitability and real estate market 
expansion over the affordable housing needs and welfare of low-income residents. This approach can lead to 
the expulsion of the original inhabitants of gentrified neighborhoods.(48,49)

Long-term socioeconomic effects
Gentrification-induced displacement not only has immediate consequences on affected communities but 

also generates significant long-term impacts on the socioeconomic structure of cities. Displaced residents often 
face persistent challenges that affect their quality of life and economic prospects in their new environments, 
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which can lead to increasingly entrenched cycles of poverty and segregation.(50,51)

One of the long-term socioeconomic effects of gentrifying displacement is increased living costs for displaced 
residents. Forced to move to peripheral or less developed areas, these individuals may struggle and need help 
accessing affordable housing, quality basic services, and equitable job opportunities. This situation can result 
in greater economic and social precariousness, exacerbating inequalities and exclusion in the urban fabric.(52,53)

DISCUSSION
In reviewing the trends identified in the documentary research on gentrification and displacement and in 

the bibliometric trends of studies on the subject, similarities and differences were observed that reflect the 
evolution of the academic approach and its practical applications, especially in Latin American contexts. These 
observations offer a more complete view of how the region approaches and understands the phenomenon.

In terms of similarities, both sets of trends highlight the importance of a deep and contextualized understanding 
of gentrification, which focuses on the physical transformation of urban spaces and the socio-cultural and 
economic changes it entails. The need for clear definitions and the application of rigorous methodologies to 
measure and analyze the phenomenon were common aspects in both areas of study.(54,55)

However, the differences between these two approaches were also evident. While documentary research 
focused on the direct and often detrimental effects of gentrification, such as displacement and loss of cultural 
identity of communities, bibliometric trends showed a growing interest in developing comparative and 
multidimensional methods to study these processes. This latter approach includes exploring more diversified 
variables and integrating concepts such as green gentrification and touristification, which link gentrification to 
broader debates on sustainable development and urban change.(56,57)

In Latin America, the challenges are particularly acute due to the region’s unique and often volatile urban 
dynamics. Latin American cities face a complex interplay of economic, political, and social factors that 
are exacerbated by urban development policies that often favor higher-income sectors, leaving vulnerable 
populations at risk of exclusion and displacement. This situation is exacerbated by inefficient governance 
mechanisms that can mediate urban conflicts and provide equitable solutions.(58,59)

Therefore, academic discussion and research on gentrification and displacement must continue to evolve to 
address these issues in a way that recognizes the particularities of each context and promotes more inclusive 
and sustainable development in Latin American cities. As highlighted in the bibliometric trends, integrating 
multidisciplinary and comparative approaches could offer new perspectives and solutions to these persistent 
challenges.

CONCLUSIONS
Documentary research and bibliometric analysis on gentrification and displacement reveal the complexity 

and evolution of academic and practical approaches to this urban phenomenon. The need for a deep and 
contextualized understanding of gentrification, which considers its physical effects on the urban environment 
and its socio-cultural and economic repercussions, becomes fundamental to designing effective and equitable 
interventions. The differences between documentary and bibliometric research trends highlight the diversity 
of perspectives and approaches in the study of gentrification and displacement. While some studies focus on 
the direct negative impacts of gentrification, others explore comparative and multidimensional approaches 
to understand these processes in different urban contexts better. In the case of Latin America, where urban 
dynamics present particular challenges, it is crucial to address gentrification, consider local realities, and 
promote inclusive strategies that protect vulnerable populations from exclusion and displacement. Integrating 
multidisciplinary and comparative approaches can open new perspectives and contribute to more equitable and 
sustainable development in the region’s cities.
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