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ABSTRACT

Gentrification is an urban phenomenon that involves the transformation of neighborhoods, often characterized 
by their cultural and economic diversity, through the arrival of new residents with higher incomes, which 
can generate profound effects on local development. The objective is to analyze lines of research related 
to the impact of gentrification on local development. The research paradigm was quantitative, based on a 
descriptive, retrospective and bibliometric study, during the period from 1990 to 2024. A “.RIS” file format 
was downloaded and analyzed in the EndNote X8 bibliographic manager by two researchers independently. 
The behavior was heterogeneous, but towards an increase, with a maximum peak of 15 research papers. 
Research articles in the area of social sciences predominated. The most productive country was the United 
States with 82 research papers. A word co-occurrence analysis was carried out where six scientific research 
lines were identified. The maximum peak of citations was in 2010 with more than 500 citations. Gentrification, 
while it can bring about improvements in infrastructure and services, presents significant challenges for 
local development by causing the displacement of low-income communities and the cultural and economic 
homogenization of neighborhoods. This phenomenon highlights the need to implement local development 
approaches that are inclusive and equitable, ensuring that the benefits of urban development are distributed 
fairly among all sectors of the population.
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RESUMEN

La gentrificación es un fenómeno urbano que implica la transformación de barrios, a menudo caracterizados 
por su diversidad cultural y económica, mediante la llegada de nuevos residentes de mayores ingresos, lo 
que puede generar efectos profundos en el desarrollo local. El objetivo es analizar las líneas de investigación 
relacionadas con el impacto de la gentrificación en el desarrollo local. El paradigma de la investigación fue 
cuantitativo, a partir de un estudio descriptivo, retrospectivo y bibliométrico, durante el período de 1990 a 
2024. Se realizó una descarga de un fichero formato “.RIS” y se analizó en el gestor bibliográfico EndNote X8 por 
dos investigadores de forma independiente. El comportamiento fue heterogéneo, pero hacia el incremento, 
donde se evidenció un pico máximo de 15 investigaciones. Predominaron los artículos de investigación en el 
área de las ciencias sociales. El país más productor fue Estados Unidos con 82 investigaciones. Se realizó un 
análisis de coocurrencia de palabras donde se identificaron seis líneas de investigación científicas. El pico 
máximo de citas fue en el 2010 con más de 500 citas. La gentrificación, aunque puede traer consigo mejoras
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en infraestructura y servicios, presenta desafíos significativos para el desarrollo local al provocar el 
desplazamiento de comunidades de bajos ingresos y la homogeneización cultural y económica de los barrios. 
Este fenómeno resalta la necesidad de implementar enfoques de desarrollo local que sean inclusivos y 
equitativos, garantizando que los beneficios del desarrollo urbano se distribuyan de manera justa entre todos 
los sectores de la población.

Palabras clave: Desarrollo Comunitario; Desarrollo Local; Gentrificación; Indicadores.

INTRODUCTION
Local and community development is a comprehensive approach that seeks to improve the quality of life 

of people in a specific territory through active community participation and coordination of efforts among 
different social, economic, and political actors.(1,2) This approach focuses on strengthening local capacities 
and resources, fostering social cohesion, cultural identity, and a sense of belonging; it also promotes the 
decentralization of power, democratization of decisions, and equity in the distribution of benefits.(3) It seeks to 
generate employment and income opportunities, improve access to basic services, and promote environmental 
sustainability.(4)

Local development strategies are approaches designed to boost economic and social growth.(5) They can 
include promoting the solidarity economy,(6) where cooperatives and community enterprises that prioritize 
social welfare over profit are encouraged; strengthening sustainable tourism,(7) which attracts visitors while 
preserving cultural and natural resources; and implementing training and education programs that develop 
local skills and improve employability.(8)

For example, in many rural communities, local farmers’ markets have been established that allow farmers 
to sell directly to consumers, supporting the local economy and promoting healthy eating.(9,10) Also, digital 
technologies can create e-commerce platforms that connect local entrepreneurs with broader markets, 
facilitating access to new economic opportunities.(11,12) When adapted to the characteristics and needs of each 
community, these strategies can significantly impact social cohesion and the well-being of the inhabitants.

Local development projects are concrete initiatives(13,14) that address specific challenges and take advantage 
of opportunities in a given community. These projects are usually designed and implemented with community 
members’ active participation, ensuring that they respond to their real needs and strengthen their sense of 
ownership.(15) 

Examples of local development projects include the creation of vocational training centers that provide skills 
relevant to the local labor market, the establishment of agricultural cooperatives that promote sustainable 
practices and improve the income of small producers,(16,17) and the rehabilitation of deteriorated public spaces, 
transforming them into meeting and recreational places for the community.(18) They are usually financed through 
public, private, and community funds, which fosters co-responsibility and long-term sustainability.(19) Also, local 
development projects are often articulated with public policies and government programs, amplifying their 
impact and ensuring solid institutional support. 

Gentrification is an urban phenomenon that involves the transformation of neighborhoods, often characterized 
by cultural and economic diversity, through the arrival of new, higher-income residents, which can profoundly 
affect local development.(20,21) While gentrification can bring investment in infrastructure,(22) improvements in 
public services, and increased economic activity, it also carries the risk of displacement of original residents, 
who often cannot afford the increased living costs, such as rent and utilities.(23) This displacement can strip 
communities of cultural identity and social cohesion while exacerbating economic inequalities.(24,25)

In addition, it can lead to a homogenization of commercial supply, where local businesses are replaced 
by chains and franchises, reducing the area’s economic and cultural diversity.(26,27) In this context, local 
development is affected, as policies and programs that do not consider the dynamics of gentrification can result 
in a revitalization that does not benefit all population sectors but favors new residents and the most powerful 
economic interests.(28) It is therefore crucial that local development approaches be inclusive and equitable, 
seek to mitigate the negative effects of gentrification, and ensure that all community members can benefit 
from urban development.

Gentrification in Latin America has profoundly impacted local development. In contrast, urban areas are 
revitalized and attract higher-income residents. Land values and housing prices are generated, often displacing 
original low-income residents who cannot afford these changes.(29) Small local businesses are often replaced 
by chain stores and luxury establishments, homogenizing supply and reducing economic opportunities for the 
resident population. Gentrification has also accelerated the transformation of the identity of historic and 
popular neighborhoods, eroding their cultural heritage.(21) Consequently, the objective of this research is to 
analyze the lines of research related to the impact of gentrification on local development.
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METHOD
The research paradigm was quantitative,(30,31,32) based on a descriptive, retrospective, and bibliometric 

study,(33) to analyze trends and indicators on the impact of gentrification on local development and, from this 
analysis, to identify possible lines of research.

The review was carried out in the SCOPUS database (https://www.scopus.com/) from 1990 to 2024 without 
language restriction; only research and review articles found in open access were considered. A “.RIS” file was 
downloaded and analyzed independently in the EndNote X8 bibliographic manager by two researchers, where 
the selection criteria for inclusion were fit to the topic, relevance, and quality of the research.

Search strategy
In the preparation of the search strategy, two main thematic descriptors were taken into account: 

“gentrification,” “community development,” and “local development” in English, and their use in combination 
with the inclusion and exclusion criteria resulted in the structured formula: TITLE-ABS-KEY (“gentrification” 
AND (“local development” OR “community development”). It was carried out on September 02, 2024, and 136 
researchers (n=136) were collected.

Bibliometric indicators
Five bibliometric indicators were analyzed, including four production-related indicators and one trend 

indicator.(34) The description of the indicators is shown below:

Trend indicator
•	 Trend of research per year: the number of research studies per year and their trend were analyzed 

based on the representation of the trend line and its level of adjustment (R2).
•	 Production indicators
•	 Scientific production by type of document: an analysis was made of the number of research and 

review articles identified.
•	 Scientific production by area of knowledge: an analysis was made of the number of articles by area 

of knowledge.
•	 Scientific production by country: an analysis was made of the number of articles by country and 

the levels of introduction of results based on a density map.

Source of information
Indicators were obtained from the SCOPUS database, where .XLSX files were downloaded in Excel format.

Knowledge maps
•	 Keyword cooccurrence network: a keyword cooccurrence analysis was performed based on the 

bibliometric network map. An analysis of the main clusters was carried out to identify possible lines of 
research.

•	 Citation map: an analysis was made of the main citations in the period, according to the level of 
access to the publications and the comparison between the levels of citations in open access or not.

•	 Source of information: Vosviewer software and the Lens platform were used to create knowledge 
maps.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Figure 1 shows an analysis of research trends by year, where with a confidence level of 51.71% and 

heterogeneous behavior, but towards the increase, a maximum peak of 15 researches (n=15) was evidenced in 
the year 2022, from the year 2023, a decrease was evidenced at a rate of two researches per year, one research 
was also found in the year 2025.

A study of the scientific production by type of document showed a predominance of research articles 
with 107 (n=107), followed by book chapters and review articles with 12 (n=12) and seven (n=7) researches, 
respectively. On the other hand, when analyzing the frequency of research by area of knowledge, research was 
found in 14 areas of knowledge, where social sciences predominated with 122 documents (n=122), followed by 
environmental sciences and administration, business and accounting with 26 (n=26) and 17 (n=17) researches 
respectively.

Figure 3 shows a study of scientific production by country, where research was found in 33 countries, the 
most representative of which was the United States with 82 papers (n=82), followed by the United Kingdom 
and Canada with nine (n=9) and six (n=6) papers, respectively. A clear example of gentrification in the United 
States is the case of San Francisco, where the rise of the technology industry significantly transformed the 
urban landscape of neighborhoods such as the Mission District and South of Market (SoMa). The rapid growth 
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of technology companies attracted an influx of high-income workers to the city, driving up housing prices and 
rents. This forced many low-income residents living in those neighborhoods for generations to move to more 
affordable areas outside the city.

Figure 1. Trend of investigations by year

Figure 2. Scientific production by type of document

Figure 3. Scientific production by country

A keyword co-occurrence analysis was performed (figure 4) with a frequency equal to or greater than four 
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(n≥4), where 36 items were identified and grouped into six clusters; from their analysis, possible lines of 
scientific research were identified (table 1).

Figure 4. Keyword Cooccurrence Network (n≥4)

Table 1. Analysis of the main lines of research

Cluster Items Line of research References

C1 11 Impact of gentrification on affordable housing and com-
munity development from an ethnographic approach on 
local participation and social capital.

Holland and Squires (35), Ma and 
Su (36), Nieuwland, Lavanga (37), 

Su, Ma (38)

C2 7 Strategies for sustainability and community develop-
ment from the intersections of environmental justice 
and governance in urban planning.

Akdim, Aboubakr (39), Douvlou 
and Ryder (40), Richmond, Du-
mouchel (41), Winkler, Oikarinen 
(42)

C3 7 Sustainable economic development in major U.S. metro-
politan areas from a comparative analysis.

Brazil and Portier (43), Sable (44), 

Smith (45)

C4 4 Tourism as an engine of urban development from the 
implications for growth, regeneration and sustainability 
in urban areas.

Liang and Bao (20), Rodrigues, Es-
têvão (46), Salerno, Palladino (47), 

Vongvisitsin, Huang (48)

C5 4 Evaluation of urban renewal and revitalization through 
tourism and sustainable development in urban policies 
in the United Kingdom.

Dillon and Fanning (49), Newman 
and Ashton (50), Duignan (51)

C6 3 Housing equity and community development in African 
American communities from the exploration of strate-
gies for social justice.

Lee (52), Ravuri (53), Howell (54), 

Sood and Vicino (55)

Total 36

Figure 5 shows the citation map, which shows a greater accumulation of citations starting in 2006, with 
citations in the range of 0 to 150; the maximum peak of citations was in 2010, with more than 500 citations in 
journals that are not open-access.
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Figure 5. Map of citations

CONCLUSIONS 
While it can bring about improvements in infrastructure and services, gentrification presents significant 

challenges for local development by causing the displacement of low-income communities and the cultural and 
economic homogenization of neighborhoods. This phenomenon highlights the need to implement inclusive and 
equitable local development approaches, ensuring that the benefits of urban development are distributed fairly 
among all population sectors. Failure to consider gentrification dynamics in development policies can result in 
revitalization that favors new residents and powerful economic interests, leaving original residents vulnerable.

To mitigate the negative effects of gentrification and promote sustainable local development, the strategies 
implemented must be adapted to each community’s specific characteristics and needs. This includes fostering 
the solidarity economy, supporting the creation of cooperatives and community enterprises, and developing 
projects that strengthen social cohesion and a sense of belonging. The active participation of community 
members in the design and execution of these projects ensures that they respond to their real needs and 
empowers residents to be protagonists of their own development. 

The study of scientific production by type of document and area of knowledge indicates a predominance 
of research articles, especially in the field of social sciences, which accounts for most of the production with 
122 documents. In addition, the geographical distribution of research shows that the United States is the 
leading country in scientific production, followed by the United Kingdom and Canada. Identifying 36 items 
in the keyword co-occurrence analysis suggests emerging lines of research addressing crucial issues such as 
gentrification, sustainability, and housing equity. These findings underscore the importance of further exploring 
these areas to contribute to developing effective policies and strategies that foster inclusive and sustainable 
urban development.
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